
Let Us Fight Harmful Commercial Advertising
A call on the occasion of Black Friday 2023

Consumerism is at the root of climate change and ecological degradation and it undermines social 
cohesion. Yet for several years now, hundreds of thousands of Swiss citizens have been receiving mail 
from the Swiss  Post  with stickers  reading “Advertising welcome,”  “Yes  to  Advertising,”  and “Not 
Afraid of Advertising.” The package also includes an invitation to receive product samples such as 
industrially-produced chocolate bars.

This mailing sparks outrage on social networks. The authorities are urging citizens to to save energy, 
be frugal and recycle waste. Meanwhile, Swiss Post encourages over-consumption and paper waste. It  
also trivializes the impact of plastic on the environment. The justification for a “Yes to Advertising”  
sticker is debatable. It is supposed to be in line with the principle of freedom of reception, as with  
radio and television advertising where you can always just turn it off. According to its supporters, the  
“Yes  to  Advertising”  sticker,  together  with  the  existing  “No  Advertising”  sticker  promoted  by 
environmental associations, can even represent a defence against unsolicited advertising. However, 
the association Résistance à l’agression publicitaire France urges caution on this subject. In view of  
the number of “Oui pub” (Yes to Ads) stickers currently being actively promoted in France, it believes 
that well over 30 % of the population would have liked to have a “No to Ads” sticker.

Advertising industry’s responsibility

Commercial advertising still often conveys sexist or discriminatory prejudices. It contributes to over-
consumption, which facilitates indebtedness. Advertisements for fossil fuels, SUVs, fossil-powered 
cars, and air transport have been criticized in particular, as well as those for fast-fashion clothing, 
food  such  as  beef  and  dairy  products,  and  luxury  cruises.  These  goods  and services  emit  large 
quantities  of  greenhouse  gases  and  bear  a  disproportionate  responsibility  for  the  climate  crisis. 
Commissioned by Greenpeace Switzerland, the consulting company Infras found that up to 7 % of 
Switzerland’s greenhouse gas emissions (including imports) can be attributed to advertising. In terms 
of environmental impact, the figure is as high as 10 %. Retailers Coop (CHF 385 million) and Migros 
(CHF 241 million) spend the most on advertising.

Initiatives in several European metropolitan areas and Swiss cities

Numerous groups and associations in Europe and in Switzerland are committed to empowering local 
communities to create alternatives to consumption by stimulating community, solidarity, public art, 
and environmental commitment. Examples include the Adfree Cities network, which brings together 
a number of towns and counties in Great Britain, and the citizens’ petitions that have collected tens of 
thousands of signatures in Hamburg and Berlin. In a landmark decision in 2021, the Swiss Federal 
Supreme Court ruled that restricting outdoor advertising — both on public property and on private 
property visible from the public domain — does not constitute an infringement of the principle of  
economic freedom. Although narrowly defeated at the ballot box by 51.8 % last March, the “Genève 
Zéro Pub” initiative has sparked a lively, wide-ranging debate, which is likely to lead to changes in 
practices  in  this  area.  In  2022 and 2023,  Zurich’s  parliament  passed two postulates  calling for  a 
significant  reduction  in  outdoor  advertising.  Last  spring,  the  authorities  in  La  Chaux-de-Fonds 
announced their intention to free the town centre of commercial advertising from 2025. In August, 
the town of Vevey decided not to make its public space available for commercial advertising from 
2025. These are just a few of the welcome initiatives in favour of a society aligned with tomorrow’s  
sustainability challenges.
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Signatories
Genève Zéro Pub, Geneva
info@ouizeropub.ch 

Sortir de la Pub, Romandie
info@sortir-de-la-pub.ch

IG Plakat|Raum|Gesellschaft, Zurich
info@plakat-raum-gesellschaft.ch

and

ATTAC Genève, Geneva 
Badvertising Network: Adfree Cities (UK), New Weather 

Institute (UK) and Possible (UK), 
Berlin Werbefrei, Germany
Bruxelles sans pub, Brussels
Collectif genevois de la Grève féministe, Geneva 
Décroissance alternatives Montreux, Montreux
Décroissance alternatives Vevey, Vevey
Fédération romande des consommateurs, Romandie
Genève sans publicités, Geneva
Hamburg Werbefrei, Germany
Liège sans pub, Belgium
Noé 21, Geneva 
Parti socialiste de la Ville de Genève, 
Reclame Fossielvrij, Netherlands
Réseau Objection de Croissance, Geneva
Résistance à l’agression publicitaire, France

Daisy Aberhardt, Socio-cultural coordinator, Lausanne 
Ada Amsellem, Member, Genève Zéro Pub: Libérons nos 

rues de la publicité commerciale, Geneva
Lara Baranzini, Speaker, Association romande des 

Magasins du Monde, Lausanne 
Gabriel Barta, Vice President, Basic Income Earth 

Network, Switzerland
Ariane Baud, Activist, Agissons Suisse, Vaud
Kilian Baumann, National Councillor, Green Party, Bern
Samuel Bendahan, National Councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, Vaud
Maria Bernasconi, Former National Councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, Geneva
Joëlle Bertossa, Municipal Councillor and Co-President, 

Social Democratic Party, City of Geneva
Vincent Bircher, Social worker and activist, Public 

Services Union, Geneva
Valérie Boillat, Head of Training, Movendo, Trade Union 

Training Institute, Geneva
Clément Borgeaud, President, Social democrats Valais 

romand & Speaker, Social democrats Switzerland, 
Thomas Bourgenot, Speaker, Résistance à l’agression 

publicitaire, France

Oriana Bruecker, Municipal Councillor and Stv. Member 
of Grand Council, Social Democratic Party, Geneva

Adrian Brändli, Head of Institute of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, University of Applied Sciences and 
Arts Northwestern Switzerland, 

Alexandre Brélaz, Municipal Councillor, elected member 
of the executive council, RESOC, Crissier

Bertrand Buchs, Former Member of Grand Council, Le 
Centre, Geneva

Hadrien Buclin, Member of Grand Council, Ensemble à 
Gauche, Vaud

Mathias Buschbeck, Mayor, Green Party, Vernier
Marcos Buser, Geologist and Social Scientist, Geneva 
Christophe Clivaz, National Councillor, Green Party, 

Valais
David Cormand, Europaabgeordneter, Head of the 

French Delegation, Europäisches Parlament, The 
Ecologists, France

Maya Corminboeuf, Ethnologist, Documentary 
filmmaker, consultant, Geneva

Robert Cramer, Former State Councillor, Green Party, 
Geneva

Leonard Creutzburg, Project Leader Sustainability in 
Operations and member Décroissance Suisse, 
University of Zurich, 

Vincent Cruchon, Socio-cultural coordinator, Member 
of the Board of the Fondation for socio-cultural 
activities, Lausanne

Valérie D'Acremont, Professor, Faculty of Biology and 
Medicine, University of Lausanne, 

Félix Dalang, Doctor in Chemistry and scientific advisor, 
Noé 21, Geneva

Nicola Damico, President, Social Democratic Party, 
Vernier

Christian Dandrès, National Councillor, Social 
Democratic Party, Geneva

Sophie de Rivaz, Bureau Pol.éthique (alternative 
economy, sustainability, sustainable development), 
Geneva

Philippe de Rougemont, Member of Grand Council, 
Green Party, Geneva
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Alfred de Zayas, Lawyer, historian, writer, teacher, 
Geneva School of Diplomacy, Geneva

Christine Dellsperger, Member, ATTAC, Geneva
Thierry Deonna, honorary professor
Emmanuel Deonna, Co-Founder, Genève Zéro Pub: 

Libérons nos rues de la publicité commerciale, Geneva
Ekaterina Dimitrova, Project Leader, Quartiers 

collaboratifs, Geneva
Géraldine Dubuis, Member of Grand Council, Green 

Party, Vaud
Christophe Dunand, Governance consultant and former 

lecturer, HES SO, 
Ricardo Espinosa, Former Senior Offical United Nations 

and Human Rights Advocate, Geneva 
Laurence Fehlmann-Rielle, National Councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, Geneva
Jérôme Fournier, Dept. Member of Grand Council, 

Green Party, Valais
Tamara Funiciello, National Councillor, Co-President SP 

Frauen*, Social Democratic Party, Bern
Gabriela Gabriela, Member of the executive Council, 

décroissance alternatives (da.) - Ensemble à gauche, 
Vevey

Leonie Gerritsen, City councilor, Partij voor de Dieren, 
The Hague (Netherlands)

Wahba Ghaly, Municipal Councillor, Social Democratic 
Party, Vernier

Paolo Gilardi, Retiree and activist, Geneva
Fulzio Giorgi, Member, Réseau Objection de croissance, 

Geneva
Bastien Girod, National Councillor, Green Party, Zurich
Balthasar Glättli, Nationalrat, Green Party, Zurich 
Alfonso Gomez, Mayor, Green Party, Geneva
Alain Gonthier, Municipal Councillor, décroissance 

alternatives (da.) - Ensemble à gauche, Vevey
Anna Graff, Municipal Councillor, Social Democratic 

Party, Zurich
Barbara Gysi, National Councillor, Social Democratic 

Party, St.Gallen
Pascal Holenweg, Municipal Councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, Geneva
Christoph Huber, Former Dignitas Consultant and 

ophtalmologist, Basel
Christian Hänggi, President, IG Plakat Raum 

Gesellschaft, Zurich
Anja Imobersteg, Project Leader, Swiss Fair Trade, 

Switzerland
Cédric Jeanneret, Member of Grand Council, Green 

Party, Geneva
Romaine Jeanneret, Journalist and communication 

consultant, Sion 
Laurent Jimaja, Member of the executive Council, Green 

Party, Grand-Saconnex
Benjamin Joyeux, Regional councillor, The Ecologists, 

Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes (FR)

Roland Junod, Philosopher and educator, Geneva
Sami Kanaan, Member of the executive Council, Social 

Democratic Party, Geneva
Christina Kitsos, Member of the executive Council, 

Social Democratic Party, Geneva
Ziggy Klazes, Board member, GroenLinks, Haarlem 

(Netherlands)
Delphine Klopfenstein Broggini, National Councillor, 

Green Party, Geneva
Pierre Kohler, Economic Affairs Officer, Geneva
Irène Kälin, National Councillor and former President of 

the National Council, Green Party, Aargau
José Lilo, Writer, Geneva 
René Longet, Former National Councillor and 

sustainability expert, Social Democratic Party, Geneva
Elodie Lopez, Member of Grand Council, décroissance 

alternatives (da.) - Ensemble à gauche, Vaud
Yvan Luccarini, Mayor, décroissance alternatives (da.) - 

Ensemble à gauche, Vevey
Lucas Luisoni, Founder, Donner du Sens SARL & Board 

member, Genève Zéro Pub, Geneva
André Mach, Associate Professor, University of Lausanne
Francesca Machado, Municipal Councillor, Green Party, 

Locarno
Raphaël Mahaim, National Councillor, Green Party, 

Vaud
Pietro Majno, Head of Department and University 

Professor, Ticino
Mathilde Marendaz, Member of Grand Council, 

Ensemble à gauche, Vaud
Nadine Masshardt, National Councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, Bern
Liliane Maury Pasquier, Former President of National 

Council and State Councillor, Social Democratic Party, 
Geneva

Lisa Mazzone, Former State Councillor, Green Party, 
Geneva

Franziska Meinherz, Municipal Councillor, SolidaritéS, 
Lausanne

Mathieu Menghini, Founder, La Marmite, Université 
populaire de la culture, Geneva

Fanny Merker, Teacher, Bellinzona
René-Simon Meyer, Trade unionist, Geneva
Théo Milliez, Municipal Councillor, Green Party, Prilly
François Mireval, Substitute municipal councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, Geneva
Céline Misiego, Member of Grand Council, POP, Vaud
Cyril Mizrahi, Member of Grand Council, Social 

Democratic Party, Geneva
Fabian Molina, National Councillor, Social Democratic 

Party, Zurich
John Moorhead, Author, Activist, Founder of Climate 

Solutions Switzerland, Geneva 
Martina Munz, National Councillor, Social Democratic 

Party, Schaffhausen
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Céline Müller, Member of the executive Council, 
Ecologie et Citoyenneté, Echallens

Marc Müller, Municipal Councillor, Ecologie et 
Citoyenneté, Echallens

Rahel Müller, Sociocultural Animator and President 
DOJ/AFAJ, Bern University of Applied Sciences and 
Arts

Françoise Nyffeler, Board member, Collectif de la Grève 
féministe

Snezana Olela, Municipal Councillor, RESOC, Crissier
Ilias Panchard, Municipal Councillor, Green Party, 

Lausanne
Luca Pattaroni, Sociologist, EPFL
Benito Perez, Independent journalist, Geneva
Frédérique Perler, Member of the executive Council, 

Green Party, Geneva
Léonore Porchet, National Councillor, Green Party, Vaud
Katharina Prelicz-Huber, National Councillor, Green 

Party, Zurich
Stefania Prezioso Batou, National Councillor, Union 

populaire, Geneva
Nicolas Rey, Co-Founder, Sortir de la Pub, Romandie
Jérôme Richer, Writer and theatre director, Genève 
Laura Riguet, Personal assistant to the Co-Presidency 

and General Secretariats, Social Democratic Party 
Switzerland

Leonardo Rodríguez Pérez, Associate Researcher, Pierre 
du Bois Foundation, Lausanne 

Jean Rossiaud, Former Member of Grand Council, Green 
Party, Geneva

Noé Rouget, Activist, Geneva
Oriane Sarrasin, Member of Grand Council, Social 

Democratic Party, Vaud
Francis Saucy, Biologist, Fribourg
Christel Saura, Municipal Councillor, Social Democratic 

Party, City of Geneva
Théophile Schenker, Member of Grand Council, Green 

Party, Vaud
Florian Schweri, Substitute municipal councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, City of Geneva
Irmi Seidl, Adj. Professor of University of Zürich, 

Lecturer ETHZ, 
Salma Selle, Municipal Councillor, Social Democratic 

Party, Geneva

Carlo Sommaruga, State Councillor and President of 
Solidar Suisse, Social Democratic Party, Geneva

Philippe Somsky, Member of the executive Council, Le 
Mont-sur-Lausanne

Martin Staub, Member of the executive Council, Social 
Democratic Party, Vernier

Michael Stebler, Board member, IG Plakat Raum 
Gesellschaft, Zurich

Julia Steinberger, Professor, Faculty of Geo Sciences and 
Environment, University of Lausanne

Florian Steiner, Board member, Sortir de la Pub, 
Romandie

Nenad Stojanovic, Political scientist and former Member 
of Member of Grand Council, University of Geneva, 
Geneva/Ticino

Aline Trede, National Councillor, Green Party, Bern
Emilie Tricarico, Campaign manager Badvertising, 

Adfree cities et New Weather Institute, 
Jean Tschopp, Elected National Council, Social 

Democratic Party, Vaud
Céline Vara, State Councillor, Green Party, Neuchâtel
Elisabeth von Salis, Psychoanalyst and Psychotherapist, 

Zurich
Thomas von Salis, Medical Doctor, Children and Youth 

Psychiatrist, Zurich
Muriel Waeger, Co-Director, Lesbian Organization 

Switzerland, Switzerland
Colin Wahli, Municipal Councillor, Green Party, Vevey
Nicolas Walder, National Councillor, Green Party, 

Geneva
Danièle Warynski, Sociocultural Animator and 

President, Maison de quartier de Plainpalais, Geneva
Dominik Waser, Municipal Councillor, Green Party, 

Zurich
Christian Widmann, Professor, Faculty for Biology and 

Medicine, University of Lausanne
Dominique Ziegler, Writer and director, Geneva
Jean Ziegler, Sociologist, former National Councillor and 

UN Special Representative, Geneva
Grégoire Zimmermann, Professor, Fakultät of Social and 

Political Sciences, University of Lausanne, 
Manuel Zwissig, Municipal Councillor, Social 

Democratic Party, City of Geneva
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